The report of the American Pediatric Society2 is based upon the collective returns from 613 physicians, of whom over 600 pronounce themselves strongly in favour of the serum treatment. 3384 cases are reported: the doubtful cases which died are included in, those which recovered are excluded from, the report.
On account of the widely separated localities from which the records came, no local peculiarities can account for the favourable results. No new cases of sudden death immediately after the injection have occurred. In nineteen cases only, injected reasonably early, the serum did not appear to have a favourable influence; of these, in nine the diagnosis was doubtful, three were malignant, four complicated with measles, and in two the serum was of doubtful value. In three the patients were made worse, but in only one of these could the result be fairly attributed to the injection. The general percentage mortality was 12.3 ; in cases injected during the first three days, 7.3 ; excluding cases moribund at the time of injection or dying within twentyfour hours, it was 8.8 and 4.8 in the two groups respectively; in cases injected on or after the fourth day it was 27. Of the laryngeal cases, many severe, one half recovered without operation.
In intubated cases the mortality was 25.9 per cent., a reduction of more than 50 per cent, on any other method of treatment.
Broncho-pneumonia occurred in 5.9 per cent. In contrast to two or three instances in which the serum is believed to have acted unfavourably on the heart are a large number in which the heart's action was distinctly improved. There Baginsky2 said he had used the serum of Marmorek in fiftyseven cases, from which nine must be deducted as the treatment was not fully carried out. In twenty-seven cases a fall of fever followed the injection, though, as this is sometimes observed in cases not so treated, it cannot be directly attributed to the serum.
The sore throat and enlarged glands yielded in from three to five days, inunctions of iodine ointment being also used for the latter. In sixteen cases the serum treatment was entirely inefficacious. Some cases died from intensity of scarlet fever poison, in spite of the injection of maximum doses of the serum. In other less serious cases, suppuration of the cervical glands occurred. There remain five cases in which single injections were employed merely to combat complications, and with good results. The total mortality during the serum treatment was 14 per cent., instead of 22?24 per cent, in the previous period, too small a difference on which to base a favourable conclusion.
Dr. Dubois of Lille3 also finds that injection of the serum causes an abrupt fall of the temperature if the fever be due to the streptococcus and not to scarlet fever poison. A dose of 10 c.c. is sufficient.
The throat cleans rapidly, glandular swelling and otitis are relieved, and he considers that albuminuria may be prevented by use of the serum from the first.
M. Josias* has used two kinds of anti-streptococcic serum; one prepared from the sheep, the other from the horse. In Schiiller,2 who has also described an organism in this disease, mentions in his more recent writings the discovery of another micro-organism having many of the characteristics of the bacillus prodigiosus, and one therefore more nearly resembling that described in the Lancet than did the previous one. G. A. Bannatyne.
